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ARE	6746:	METHODS	OF	RESEARCH	2016,	Section:	#	2517	
Instructor:	Dr.	Anniina	Suominen	
Class	meeting	time:	Fall	2016,	Wednesday	11E2	6:15-9:10pm	 	 	
Location:	Norman	10,	Credits:	3	 	
Office	hours:	Wednesdays:	3-4	pm,	email	for	other	times	&	appointments	
Email:	asuominen@arts.ufl.edu	

 
DESCRIPTION	OF	COURSE:	This	course	is	designed	to	help	students	learn	the	fundamentals	of	research	and	the	implications	of	
research-based	thinking	and	practices	as	these	relate	to	the	professional	fields	of	arts		and	art	education.	The	purpose	of	the	
course	is	to	prepare	you	to	read	and	understand	research,	as	you	will	need	this	knowledge	to	justify	applications	for	funding	
and/or	to	support	your	own	practice-based	research	projects.	The	course	also	provides	students	who	are	interested	in	pursuing	
scholarly	research	the	basic	understanding,	terminology,	theory,	and	tools	to	begin	drafting	their	MA	thesis	or	project.	Included	
in	the	course	is	a	survey	of	the	major	types	of	research	and	an	overview	of	what	is	involved	in	the	process	of	conducting	and	
communicating	research	projects.	Students	will	complete	a	full	research	plan/proposal	as	the	main	assignment	for	the	course.		
	
This	course	is	in	part	seminar	and	in	part	lecture.	Whereas	we	will	guide	ourselves	by	the	schedule	in	this	syllabus,	the	course	is	
designed	to	flexible	in	structure	and	content	to	respond	to	the	various	interests	of	the	participants	and	to	address	topics	and	
questions,	as	they	become	important.	
 
PURPOSE	AND	OBJECTIVES	OF	THE	COURSE:	This	course		is	structured	to	assist	graduate	students	in	understanding	research	
processes	and	practices	and,	subsequently,	to	prepare	students	for	executing	scholarly	research	and	writing.	The	emphasis	is	in	
identifying	and	evaluating	research	foci,	problems,	questions,	and	methods,	examination	of	research	literature	related	to	arts	
and	education,	and	development	of	a	research	project	proposal.	At	the	end	of	this	course,	students	will	be	able	to:	

	
• Examine	the	wealth	of	theories,	concepts,	and	techniques	of	research	in	relation	to	the	knowledge	of	your	subject	area	

and	professional	field;	
• Read,	understand,	critically	analyze,	and	compare	the	current	research	knowledge	of	your	specific	subject	area;	
• Assess	and	critically	evaluate	research	reports	and	articles;	
• Conduct	a	critical	research	literature	review	specific	to	your	professional	interest	and	using	technology	available	at	UF;		
• Understand	and	identify	aspects	and	steps	involved	in	conducting	artistic	or	educational	research,	and	to	learn	the	

basic	skills	to	create	a	plan	for	a	research	project	
• Recognize	the	philosophical	implications	and	types	of	knowledge	formulated	by	choosing	a	philosophical	framework	

and	methods	for	research;	and	
• Understand	the	ethical	implications	of	research	procedures	for	collecting,	analyzing,	interpreting,	and	presenting	

research-based	information	(with	human	subjects);	and		
• Develop	a	detailed	plan	(a	research	proposal)	to	advance	the	knowledge	of	your	subject	area.	

	
The	ultimate	goal	in	this	course	is	the	preparation	of	a	detailed	plan/proposal	for	a	project	related	to	student's	MA	
project/thesis	interest.	As	part	of	this	process,	student	will	clarify	an	interest	area,	identify	an	appropriate	approach	for	
collecting	information	and	for	generating	critical	understandings	as	a	result	of	identified	methods	for	disseminating	and	
analyzing	information.	All	parts	of	the	proposal	will	be	synthesized	in	a	high-quality,	well-written	document,	and	a	short	
presentation	of	the	research	proposal	to	be	presented	to	the	class.	
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COURSE	REQUIREMENTS:	To	achieve	the	objectives	of	the	course,	the	students	will:	
	

• Conduct	extensive,	repeated	searches	for	research	and	information	on	various	platforms	offered	by	UF	
• Read	and	synthesize	selected	readings	in	research	on	art	and	art	education	
• Conduct	a	detailed	analysis	of	a	selected	research	article	
• Learn	to	utilize	APA	(6th	ed.)	reference	style	to	cite	and	credit	resources	
• Prepare	to	write	the	different	parts	of	the	research	proposal	through	worksheets	and	guided	instruction	
• Complete	a	written	proposal	on	a	chosen	topic	
• Present	the	research	proposal	in	class	

 

 
 

• MA	Thesis/Project	Proposal	(10-20	pages/	2500-5000	words)	 	 	 	 (40%)	
• Work	sheets	and	guided	assignments		 	 	 	 	 	 (20%)	
• Detailed	research	article	critique		 	 	 	 	 	 	 (10%)	
• Reading	reflections/discussions	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (20%)	
• Proposal	presentation	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (10%)	
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ONLINE COURSE EVALUATION PROCESS: Students are expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in this 
course based on 10 criteria. Faculty do not receive the results until after the grades have been finalized. These 
evaluations are conducted online at https://evaluations.ufl.edu . Evaluations are typically open during the last two or 
three weeks of the semester, but students will be given specific times when they are open. Summary results of these 
assessments are available to students at https://evaluations.ufl.edu/results/. 

- - - 
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DATE IN	CLASS	ACTIVITIES	&	TOPICS DEADLINES:	 READINGS	&ASSIGNMENTS 

WEEK	#l	
W	8.24.2016	

INTRODUCTION	

• Discussion	

• Review	syllabus	 course	
objectives,	 assignments,	 	
CANVAS	,	etc	

• Mapping	personal/professional	
interests	for	research		

• READINGS	&	ASSIGNMENTS	ARE	DUE	ONLINE	

AT	 THE	BEGINNING	OF	CLASS	(NO	PAPERS	ARE	
COLLECTED	IN	CLASS)	

• Mapping	interests	(guided	assignment	#1,	in	class,	

finished	at	home)	

WEEK	#2	

W	8.31	

INTRODUCTION	TO	RESEARCH:	Mapping	Paradigms	&	
Defining	types	of	research	

• Discussion,	presentation	of	interest	
• Presentation	of	sample	proposal	for	study	&	

explanation	of	its	structure	&	parts	

	

• Due:	Readings	for	week	2:	

Method	Meets	Art	&	
Paradigms	

• Due:	Assignment	#1,	

finished	

• Assignment	#2,	

conducted	in	class	

WEEK	#3	
W	9.7	
	

MAPPING	RESEARCH	IDEAS:	Methods,	

Types 	of 	Research, 	Design	&	

Supporting	Literature,	Context	of	

research	(prior	studies)	

	

• Due:	Readings	for	week	3:	Types	of	Research.	
Reading	reflection	submitted	prior	to	class	for	
discussion	

• Library,	search	engines	&	data	basis:		Review	&	
critique	of	previous	studies,	see	guidelines	for	
assignment	(conducted	during	class)	

• Library	&	data	basis:	
initial	searches	conducted	

to	support	study	

(conducted	during	class,	

Assignment	sheet	#3)	
WEEK	#4	

W	9.14	

CITATIONS;	IRB;	ETHICS;	APA	

TYPES	OF	RESEARCH:	(VISUAL)	ETHNOGRAPHY	&	

ANTHROPOLOGY	

• Due:	Readings	for	week	4	
• Assignment	#3:	submitted	in	canvas	&	shared	in	

class	
• APA	CITATIONS	EXERCISES	&	peer	work	

(ASSIGNMENT	SHEET	#4)	

WEEK	#5	
W	9.	21	

TYPES	OF	RESEARCH:	PHENOMENOLOGY	 • DUE:	Readings	for	week	5	
• Assignment	#4	due	prior	to	class	and	shared	

during	class	

WEEK	#6	
W	9.	28	

TYPES	OF	RESEARCH:	CASE-STUDY	&	ACTION	

RESEARCH	

• DUE:	Readings	for	week	6	
• CATEGORIES	FOR	LITERATURE	REVIEW	FINISHED	

&	SHARED,	peer	feedback	

WEEK	#7	
W	1O.	5	

TYPES	OF	RESEARCH:	SURVEYS	&	PRACTICE-

BASED	RESEARCH	

• DUE:	Readings	for	week	7	
• Due:	Literature	review	draft	



	

WEEK	#8	

W	1 0.12	
	

TYPES	OF	RESEARCH:	ACTIVIST	&	COMMUNITY-

BASED	RESEARCH	

• DUE:	Readings	for	week	8	
• Reading	reflection	#2	

WEEK	#9	
W	10.	19	

TYPES	OF	RESEARCH:	ARTS-BASED	RESEARCH	 • DUE:	Readings	for	week	9	
• Visualization	&	other	arts-based	methods	

considered	

WEEK	#10	
W	10.	26	

TYPES	OF	RESEARCH:	ARTISTIC	RESEARCH	 • DUE:	Readings	for	week	5	
• Visualization	&	other	artistic	methods	

considered	

WEEK	#11	
W	11.	2	

TYPES	OF	RESEARCH:	TBA	 • DUE:	Readings	for	week	5	
• First	

WEEK	#12	
W	11.	9	

TYPES	OF	RESEARCH:	TBA	 • DUE:	Readings	for	week	5	
• Due:	Reading	reflection	#3	

WEEK	#13	
W	11.	16	

TBA	&	peer	&	group	feedback	 • DUE:	Readings	for	week	5	
• Communal	work	on	proposals	

WEEK	#14	
W	11.	23	
T-G,	No	class	

Thanks	Giving	Holiday,	no	classes	 	

WEEK	#15	
W	11.	30	
	

	 • Final	proposal	presentations	
• PEER	FEEDBACK	

WEEK	#16	
W	12.	7	
(last	day	of	
FALL	2016	
classes)	
	

	 • Final	proposal	presentations		
• PEER	FEEDBACK	
• On-line	evaluations	


