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The aim of this course is to expose the student to the realm of literature for solo piano, and in some cases, 
piano ensemble/concerto repertoire. The intention is to cover literature that represents a broad range of 
musical styles, although the needs of the student will stand as the most significant factor in determining 
literature/exercises for study. 
 
Students are expected to practice DAILY, for a MINIMUM of 2 hours.  Performance majors, and graduate 
students must commit a minimum of 3-4 hours per day to practice.  Students are expected to work out 
“objective” issues in their repertoire (notes/fingering) prior to the lesson, so that discussion can focus upon 
more “subjective” areas, such as interpretation.   This is, of course, a general policy, not applicable to every 
situation or every student.   
 
As a member of this studio, students are expected to perform, when asked, for the class during our regular 
Tuesday group meeting time.  Often, this situation can resemble a “masterclass” setting, depending upon 
the number of students playing.  Additionally, upon completion of a work, students are expected, when 
asked, to perform publicly, either in Convocation, or in some other venue off campus. 
 
Students enrolled in a curriculum that requires a recital(s) are expected to complete any necessary 
paperwork/scheduling for the event.  Recital performers are also expected to formulate a recital committee 
of one other faculty member form the piano area, and one non-piano faculty member.  Often, the committee 
is established during the beginning of the school year in which the student is to give the recital.   Naturally, 
recital students are expected to learn all repertoire for a recital FAR IN ADVANCE of the recital, to foster 
a more secure performance.  In general, memorization of repertoire is required at least one month in 
advance of a performance. 
 
Piano majors completing 2000 level study will be expected to undergo a Pre-Professional jury prior to 
being admitted to 3000 level study.  In this jury, the student will perform and discuss his/her recital 
repertoire for the piano area and one member of the faculty outside of the piano area.  Questions about 
preparing for the oral portion of this jury should be directed to Dr. Orr. 
 
Graduate students are expected to formulate a committee of faculty members (one other member of the 
piano area and a faculty member from another area).  The committee’s role is to evaluate the student’s 
graduate recital and graduate oral examination at the conclusion of the degree.  This committee should be 
formulated EARLY during the student’s progress toward the degree. 
 
Evaluation of students will be based upon progress and the ability to meet assigned goals.  Goals/progress 
evaluation will not be the same for all students—evaluation will be consistent with, and reflective of the 
student’s ability level.   Students may inquire about their progress at any point in the semester.  Since 
regular attendance is vital to fulfilling lesson goals, attendance will also be considered in determining a 
student’s grade.  After one unexcused absence, the semester grade will be dropped by one letter for each 
additional unexcused absence.   
 
Students are expected to obtain personal editions of all music to be studied, as recommended by Dr. Orr.  
Library copies are acceptable only on a short-term basis.  Having your own music is necessary, not only to 
write comments and suggestions in the lesson, but for building a personal music library.        
 
Students with a disability that may, in any way, hinder that student’s ability to function academically, must be 
registered as such with the University of Florida and must inform the instructor of the condition at the beginning of the 
semester. 


